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Instructions
Journal entries are generally quite informal in nature. They are a place for you to sketch out ideas and get some feedback from me. 
Apply the eight-question audit framework to the artifact you selected in class. You can access the audit artifacts here.
Each section suggests a written analytical response of at least 150 words. This is where the challenge is in this journal task (and the Unit One Assignment). I ask that you not just give a list or a summary of the artifact's content, but an analytical argument grounded in specific evidence from the artifact.
A strong audit response names specific features of the artifact and explains what rhetorical work those features are doing. Avoid describing what the artifact says; focus on how and why it says it.
Complete the Synthesis section last. It should draw on your analysis across all eight questions to make an evaluative argument — not a summary.
1. Exigence
What situation or event is generating the need for this communication? Why does this piece exist at this moment in time? Point to specific evidence in the artifact — do not summarize the topic.
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)






2. Audience
Who is the intended audience for this communication? What evidence in the artifact tells you this — word choice, tone, assumed knowledge, platform? What does the artifact assume the audience already knows or believes?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


3. Purpose
What is this communication trying to do? What specific action, belief, or change is it seeking from its audience? Distinguish between the stated purpose (if any) and the actual rhetorical purpose you observe.
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


4. Discourse Community
What professional, organizational, or social world does this artifact belong to? What are the shared values, conventions, and vocabulary of that discourse community? How does this artifact signal membership in — or appeal to — that community?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


5. Rhetorical Appeals
Where and how does this artifact use ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), logos (evidence/logic), and kairos (timeliness)? Which appeal is dominant, and is that an appropriate choice for this audience and purpose?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


6. Content
What information is included, and what is notably absent? What research, evidence, or sources does the artifact draw on? Is the content appropriate in scope and depth for the audience and purpose identified above?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


7. Structure
How is this artifact organized? How does the argument, narrative, or information develop from beginning to end? Is the structure serving or undermining the purpose? Where does it work well, and where does it break down?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


8. Design
How do visual, layout, and language choices work together — or against each other? Consider typography, colour, use of space, image choices, and tone. How do these choices serve or fail the intended audience?
	Write your response here (minimum 150 words)


Synthesis
Drawing on your analysis across all eight questions: what is the single most significant communication strength or failure in this artifact, and why? Your argument should be specific, grounded in evidence from the artifact, and connect at least three of the framework dimensions above. Minimum 200 words.
	Write your response here (minimum 200 words)




AI disclosure: I have worked with Claude on many components of this course over the past 4 months. This document is the result of an extended interaction about how to produce a journal task that would allow students to demonstrate their knowledge of the eight rhetorical concepts and be something that I could use to give feedback. I used Claude for the formatting of the assignment, as well as to cross-check that the artifacts drawn on for this assignment have enough detail to allow students to apply the principles from the course.
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